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Freedom of Information Application — Adjournment Debate 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [5.06 pm]: I rise to briefly talk about two matters—one is the budget, 
and the other is a freedom of information application that the Leader of the House tried to ridicule the other night 
when we were having a debate about FOI issues.  

The FOI application related to demersal finfish, and was made about a month after the new government was 
sworn in. It was fairly specific in that it was for all documents that contained the word or words, either together 
or individually, “demersal finfish”. That included dhufish, pink snapper, baldchin groper, breaksea cod, blue 
marlin and red snapper. They were commonly referred to at the time as the vulnerable six, or a combination of 
those. That was not an onerous task because the government had only been in for a short time, and I knew that. I 
got approximately 33 documents out of that request. 

The reason I asked for that information was because I was amazed at the government persisting with its promise 
to roll back the fishing bans that were due to come in to place in October, designed to protect at-risk demersal 
finfish off the west coast bioregion. I thought that, given the advice I had received, surely for the government to 
proceed with that it must have received some alternate advice. That was not the case.  

In the final paragraph of a briefing to the Minister for Fisheries, preceding the recommendations on a briefing on 
this exact matter, it stated — 

It should be noted, however, that in the likely event of a review that supports the original scientific 
outcomes and advice, — 

That is the likely event — 

and in the absence of specific management measures being implemented in 2008 (including the 2008 
closure), the management advice from the Research Division is likely to recommend stronger measures 
than those proposed by your predecessor.  

On top of that, we have had an extended fishing season because we are having an Indian summer, which means 
that every single weekend large quantities of demersal finfish are being taken—much larger quantities than were 
originally estimated. I noted that in the budget papers there is no increase for the funding for research, and no 
money was allocated for any sort of implementation of extra compliance costs or any other sort of programs such 
as buybacks of licences that would be required to implement more stringent measures than the closures and the 
appropriate compliance activities. I am very concerned about that, and I will be chasing those matters up in 
estimates when we go through the budget in detail. 
 


